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O B E R L I N CO L L E G E CO N SE RVA T O R Y O F M U SI C

T H E CO L LEG I U M M U SI C U M

The Ri se and Eal l
of the Duchy of Ferrara:
8 Story of the Estensi

FERRARA: Derail from a map, r. 1600

lt is the gods' custom to bri ng lore all things of surpassing greatness.
(H erodorua, Hi rrori er, Book VII , 10)
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I . N ICCOLO I II , 12TH MARQUIS OF FERRARA (ruled 1393-1491):
T H E PROL I F IC PRO GEN I T OR A N D H I S I LLEG I T I M AT E SU CC ESSO R S

A f at, j olly man, gi ven up to lust.
(Aenea Si lvto Piccolomini, later Pius II , 15th c.)

Ni ccolo httd 800 mi st resses, and u oul d have made the number 1000 had he not di ed
s o s o o n .

(Ugo Caleff ini, Crani al>a, 15th c )

Of his many mistresses, Stella d'Assassini was Niccolo's most beloved. She bore him three
children, all of whom were regarded by the Marquis and the people of Ferrara as legitimate
nobility. She was buried with honor in Santa Maria degli Angeli.

M AD ON N A ST ELLE S FIRST BORN , U GO ALD OBRAN D IN O

Niccolo acknowledged himself father of at least 30 children. Of these, Ugo clearly was his
favorite. After his mother's death, Ugo became involved in an adulterous affair with his
stepmother � Niccolo's second wife � the pretty and popular Parisina de' Malatesta. Both were
imprisoned in the dungeons of the Castello Vecchio and subsequently beheaded. Their bodies
were then quietly buried in the Church of San Francesco. Their tragic story and Niccolo's
resultant despair have inspired many writers.

EX CERPT f rom Ezra Pound, Canto xxi v t
Ben Saferstei n , reader

EXCERPT from Lord Byron, Pari si na, xx:
Emily Greenleaf, reader

Niccolo sought and obtained many manuscripts of Dufay's works. The following ballade was
written for him in 1433. T he composer visted Ferrara in 1437.

B A L L A D E :

C' est bi en raison Guillaume Dufay
(c. 1400-1474 )

It ts with good reason that we bring together and honor all the princes of renown,
especially those of che kind who are valued for vircue, intelligence, and dtscretiun. Prince, I
wish to reveal your name, it is chat of the Marquis and Sovereign Rector of Ferrara, the
name is Niccolo The people are endowed well with such a lord.

Mtchele Moede, soprasso

t N ET A U M EN T A L EN EEM ELE

On December 26, 1441, Niccolo died at Milan. He named his son Leonello as successor and
Leonello's younger brother, Borso, to reign after his death. Niccolo's body was brought back to
Ferrara and bur ied in Santa Maria degli Angeli.

". . . aod ha u'as sotarr»d bure ui thovt aoy pomp, bacartsa h» so coot»need»d nt hi s
t ast rrot ea t y

(D iutvo Fer rarase, 15th c )

A FIN AL EVALUATION from Aeneo Silvio, Hi storia Fri deri ci Imperatori st
Daniel Judge, read»r



MADONNA STELLA'S SECOND BORN, LEONELLO, THE HUMANIST:
13TH MARQUIS OF FERRARA (ruled 1441-1450)

. . . pausing nish his faithful greyhound on his Hghs hand, Leonello, attired all in green,
speaks of Caesar to Gssurj uo.

(Giosue Carducci, Alla citta di Ferrara, !895)

Leonello was a poet and a classical scholar. He delighted in music and in the services of the church,
and he further developed the University at Ferrara. His close associates were the writer and
architect, Leon Battista Alberti, and the renowned classicist, Guarino.

A STATUE FOR NICCOLO from Leon Battista Alberti, De equo ani mantes
A llen K ascel le, reader

TRIBUTE TO GUARINO from Janus Pannonius, Sifvia Panegyri gas
Peter Goehring, reader

The following rondeau, believed to be by Dufay, may have been written for the investiture of
Leonello d'Este as Marquis of Ferrara in 1441.

RO N D E A U ;

Seigneur Leon, vosts soyez bienvenues [Refrain] Attributed to Dufay
Lord [Leone l lol you will be welcomed for rhe great honor thee you remained here to receive!
The church of the God mi l i tant has given co you the noble, keen sword as it does co all chose
of t he mosr noble!

Suzanne Merz, sopraao

I N ST R U M EN T S I . EN SEM BLE

Leonello died in his country villa of Belriguardo. He implored that the future succession be
secured for his young son, the ill-fated Niccolo; and that, meanwhile, Borso act as a father to the
lad .

MADONNA STELLA'S YOUNGEST, THE ELOQUENT BORSO (ruled 1450-1471):
Isr DUKE OF MODENA AND REGGIO [1452] Isr DUKE OF FERRARA [1471]

Hail,honor of Esse,glory of the cvorld,gorse,undertehoseswayAstreahadleft thestarsto
d u el l o n ea r t h .

(Maneo Boiardo, Ecologue IV)

The Ferrurese u orshipped Bursa almost us God. He uas u ma«of fine physique uith
beautiful hast and couutestance. He u'as eloquent und garrulosss. . ., His salk u as fall of
blandishments mmgled wtth lies. He desired to seem, rather than to be, magnificent aud
generous. .. [he] ue ver appearediu pvblic ui the utj escefs. Even iu the couutsy he used gold
uud sti ver di shes.

(Aeuea Silvio, De vins i llussribrss)

INVESTITURE AS DUKE from M. Savonarola, De fe!I'ci progresses
Shane Karzman-Rooks, Margaret Bambsch, readers

PRO CESSION A L :

Te Deum laudamus Latin hymn
We praise Thee, 0 God' We acclaim Thee Lord aud Master everlasting Father; sll che world
bows before Thee. To Thee all che Angels, to Thee the heavens aod che powers of the
universe, to Thee che Cherubim aod Seraphim all proclaim in eternal chorus: "Holy, holy,
holy, Lord God of Hosts; rhe heavens aud earth are filled with Thy glory! . .In Thee alone,
Lord, have I hoped. May I never be confounded.

C O LLEG I U M



Borso employed one of the most important musical f igures of the 15th century, the famous
lutenist , Pietrobono del Chitar ino. N o w r i t ten music from him remains, however, since his
medium was improvisation. H is association with Scaramella, one of the most famous Ital ian
popular tunes is well documented. T he simple melody lent itself well to ornamentation.

!Whoever wi shes to pass f rom one u arid to another, shoaid hear Pietrohono's ptaytng.

(A nron io Cornazzano, 15 th c.)

15th-century melodyFR E E V A R IA T ION o n Scaram el l a

Ben Safersrei n , lute

Loyset Compere
(<. 1450-1518)

Scaramella goes to war with a lance and a rotei ia. La zombero, boro, boromberta, la
zombero, boro, borombo. Scaramella has a bl ister from his boot and his shoe. La zombero,
boro, boromben a, la zombero, born, borombo.

Scar am el l a

K R U M M H OR N Q UA R T ET M EN 'S C H OR U S

Borso used as a summer residence the Palazzo Schifanoia. H e enlarged the first f loor and
commissioned Francesco del Cossa to undertake the remarkable frescos that, unfortunately, have
seriously deteriorated due to the conversion of the building into a tobacco warehouse dur ing the
19th century.

BORSO'S FOLLY from W. Gundesheimer, Ferraras The Style of a Renai ssance Despoti sm:
Allison Downey, reader

A nd f rom Di ari o Fer rar eses

Ellen Bradburn, r eader

i t s e e me d t h at ou r Sa vi ou r G od h ad d red a seco n d t i m e.

(Ugo Caleffini , Croni che)

I I . ERCOLE I , 2ND DUK E OF FERRA RA (ruled 1471-1505):

SOLD I ER, CI V IC A RCH I T ECT , M Y ST IC

V IVA ER COL E !

Ky ri e from Mi ssa H ercules Dux Ferrariae Josquin des Prez
(< 1440-1521)

Ercole, Duke of Ferraria!

C O L L E G I U M

T H E BA T T L E O F L E G I T I M A CI E S

Borso's disregard of Leonello's dying request to secure the succession for his son precipitated a
cr isis early in Ercole's reign. T he Veleschi , those supporters who followed N iccolo di Leonello's
crest of the sail, confronted the Diamauteschs, Ercole's adherents who followed his crest, the
diamond. A bloody battle ensued in the main Piazza of the ci ty.

Borso was vindicated by an invitation to Rome from Paul II to receive the papel investiture as
Duke of Ferrara on Easter Sunday, 1471. A few months later, both the Pope and Borso died. T he
Duke's body was borne down the V ia degl i Angeli to the monastery of Certosa, which he had
founded. H e was interred there in a coarse red robe, despite his wish to be buried bare as had been
h is father, N iccolo, before h im. H e had chosen his hal f -brother Ercole, N iccolo's legi t imate son
by Monna Ricciarda, to succeed him.



VELESCHI VS. DIAMANTESCHI from B. Zambotti, Si lvia croni carunn
Paul Pacanella, Lisa Murray, Thomas Polan, readers

V IV A D I A M A N T E !

0 t ri umphale di antante
0 triumphant diamond, nobile and bright, pillar of courage and strength!

Jul ie grader, soprano

Giorgio Luppato [?]

I N ST R U M EN TA L EN SEM BL E

0 foum of dmine wisdom and power! The summit of power and hunur in all of !rely!
Margaret Bambach, Lisa Murray, Emily Greenleaf, mezzo-sopranos

I N ST R U M EN T A L EN SEM BLE

T H E A RRIVAL OF M A D ON N A LUCREZ IA

THE BRIDAL PROCESSION from Zambotto, Si lva croni carums
Amy Hansen, reader

CEREMON IA L M U SIC IN T H E PIAZ Z A :
Z tvei Li eder oh n e Tex t H ein r ich I saac

(c. 14504 5 (7)
W I N D EN SEM BL E

Fuge ad qstatuor Johannes Martini
(c. 1435-C. 1500)

KRUMMHORN QUARTET

Fuge O b rech t
(1450-1505)

SA C K BU T T R I O

The conti ng of Duchess Lucrezia was the last great pageant that Ferrara sou for more than a
quarter of a cantssry. lt u as the tursnng poi nt hs this strange u oman's life. Henceforth she
appears as a model of propri ety, and no breath of scandal agai rs soi ls her nurne. She bad
cosnpletely guin d tbe heart of the old Duke the enthusiastic adnti rat son a/her neu ssshj acts
and even, to some extent, tbe affection of her husband.

(E. G. Gardner, Dukes and Poets i n Ferrara)

Ercole added a new district, known as Terra Nova, on the northern side of the city. Ferrara was
practically doubled. The trench and moat of the old walls became the Strada della Giovecca. There
was hardly a church or convent in Ferrara that the Duke did not enlarge or rebuild. He attempted,
unsuccessfully, to raise an equestrian statue of himself in the Piazza of the new district. The
column, which he had prepared, lay neglected for many years. It now carries the statue of Ariosto.

THE BATTLE BETWEEN COURTIERS OVER CHAPELMASTERS
CO G L IA V S. G IA N :

LETTER TO DUKE ERCOLE D'ESTE from COGLIA [dancer, spy, emissary):
Peter Goehring, re~der

LETTER TO DUKE ERCOLE D'ESTE from GIAN [priest, singer, secretary, spy]:
Jonathan Brown, reader

After much reluctance on the part of Ercole, a marriage was finally arranged between his son
Alfonso and the daughter of Pope Alexander VI, Lucrezia Borgia. Her entrance into Ferrara
was one of the great ceremonies in the annuals of the city.



The Duke ultimately chose Josquin over Isaac, but the composer remained only one year in
Ferrara before returning to his home in northern France. He was replaced in 1504 by Obrecht,
who succumbed to the plague then rampant in the city.

ERCOLE'S PIET Y A N D H IS CELEST IA L PAT RON ESS

WASH IN G OF T H E FEET f rom Z ambot ti , Si l va cr oni camnnt
Megan Brown, reader

Mandatum novum do vobi s Antiphon
A nea commandment l give toy»et that ye» love one assother as l have loved yo», sai th the
L or d .

Blessed are the»ndefi led in the»ay, »ho »elk i n the lav of tbe Lord.
T hom as Folan, bari t one

M E N 'S C H O R U S

The motet Vi rgo salutif eri can be ascribed to Josquin's Ferrarese period. The text, printed in a
collection of poems dedicated to Lucrezia Borgia, has recently been established as that by the court
poet, Ercole Strozzi, later destined for a violent and mysterious death. The Duke's intense and
mystical veneration of the Virgin was an important aspect of his character. He built a chapel in
the palace to hold a portrait of the Holy Mother which allegedly had miraculous powers. He
founded the convent of Santa Catharina da Sienna for the young nun, Suoria Lucia, who had
visions of Catherine and had received the Stigmata. The Duke feg completely under her spiritual
guidance. He also printed a devotional volume entitled Corona Be»tee hlariae Virginae, a set of
prayers addressed to the Virgin. A prominent text in the volume is Ecce ancilla Domini.

AntiphonE cce an ci l l a D omi ni
Behold the handmaid of the Lord, be it done «nto me according to Your word.

W O M EN '5 C H OR U S

Nunc, caeli regina, Part III of Vi rgo salutiferi Josquin des Prez
Now, Queen of Heaven, in behalf of mankind, hear us! Until Your Son assists us, aid us
through Yourself. (Escofe Stsozzi)

C O L L E G I U M

Duke Ercole died peacefully in the Castello Vecchio on January 25, 1505. He requested his body be
buried at Santa Maria degl i Angeli, before the high altar.

II I . ALFONSO I , 3 D DUKE OF FERRARA [ruled 1505-1534]:
M A ST ER O F A R T I L L ERY A N D I N T R I G U E

Duke Al fonso retained the Estensi love for music and arts, but his chief passion was in the casting
of cannons. His artillery pieces, capable of firing 40 shots per day, were considered the best in
Europe. He also became an acknowledged master of fortifications. In his ducal chapel, he had
replaced Obrecht � shortly before the composer's fatal encounter with the plague � with a gifted
Frenchman, Antoine Brumel. Alfonso's reign was troubled by political conflicts � among them, a
war with Venice, and continuing disputes with several popes. At one time, he temporarily lost the
duchies of Modena and Reggio to the Vatican and was subjected to excommunication. He and his
brother � the irrepressible Cardinal Ippolito I, whose love of war was exceged only by his of
venery � both served as patrons of the great Ferrarese poet, Ludovico Ariosto. Alfonso and
Ippolito were also threatened by an assassination plot devised by two of their brothers and aided
by Gian, the musician who had recommended Isaac to Ercole.



GIAN AN D H IS CONSPIRACY from N iccolo Machiavell i, The Discourses:
N athan W ifkes, reuder

A n to i n e B r um el
(1460-c 1522)

Je despi te tous

[l off end al l .]

I N ST RU M EN T R L EN SEM BLE

THE FATE OF GIAN from Fra Paolo da Lignago, Cronica Estenses
Lisa M urray, reader

T H E FAT E OF T H E PRIN CES f rom Cr oni ca Estenses
Catherine Aragon, reader Sracia Dearmin, Allison Downey, sopranos

M EN 'S C H OR U S

M U SIC FO R T H E D U K E :

i as A lf onsi na Johannes Ghisel in
(fL 1500-died c. 1535)

I N ST R U M EN T R L EN SFM BLE

THE POPE, THE DUKE, AND THE CANNON from contemporary letters:
The Diike has coinmitted against God and Us, the most grievoris sin of huvi ng i nsuhed
the i inage representi ng Us.

(Lerrer of Pope Jul ius l l to Alfonso d'Esre)

Melinda Matthews, Staci a Dearmin, readers

Dii Noi ember 2, 1534, tl>e body of Alf onso, af ter lying in statei n the Curse Vecchia, nas
borne i n procession ro the Chiirch of the Nuns of Corpus Domi ni , and latd to rest by hi s
mot her, Eleonora of Aragon, and his nife, Lucrezia Borgra. If she marble tomb desired by
birn ever ives raised, no trace of is remams in she choi r of she church; only a slab before the
high ~ltar records the names of Lricrezi», Alfonso, and Eleonora of Aragon.

(E G. Gardner, Ari osto, the Ki ng of Court Poets)

IV. ERCOLE I I , 4TH DUKE OF FERRARA [ruled 1534-1559]:
A LEON ELLO D 'EST E REI N CA RN AT E

Ercole d'Esse had niheri ted ali ke the beauty of his mother and the statecraft of his father A
poet, like his great-uncle Leonello, an excellent musician, the fi rst in all knightly exercises,
Brcole n as otic of the most accompl i shed and gallant young pri nces of his day.

(E. G. Gardner, Dukes and Poets of Ferrara)

V I VA D U CA !

Kyri e I from Mi ssa Vi vat f elix H ercules Cipr iano de Rore
(1516-1565)

A long and happy l ife for Ercole 11, the fourth Duke of Ferrara!

Julie Sralder, soprano

I N ST RU M EN T A L EN SFM BLE

V IVA CA R D I N A L E !

Gaude et laetar e Cr istdbal de M o r ales
(c. 1500-1553)

Ercole's brother Ippolito, who later became a patron of Palestrina, was elevated to Cardinal by
Paul III. Morales' motet was sung at Ferrara on the new Cardinal's triumphant return to the city
i n 1539 .



Rejoice and be glad, cicy of Perrara, for the Supreme Pontiff Paul, grearly to be praised and
of wisdom which none can equal, has, from rhe most splendid of i taly as che l ight of his
Church, summoned l ppohto! Blessed therefore shal l al l generations cal l the family of
Estensi, because He who is mighty has done greac things for i r, and blessed is H is name

C O L L E G I U M

The second Cardi nal lppoli i n d 'Esse bui l t near Ti vol i ni 1549, the earl ier of tu o / vinous
Vi l l us d'Este. The ter raced gardens sti l l un est to the f i iie tasse and reckless icealsh of
R en ai ssa n ce car di nal s .

!W il l Durant, The Renain urice)

T he leading musician at Ercole's court was the renowned Cipr iano de Rore, a composer whose
great influence was readily acknowledged by most of his contemporaries and successors, Lassus
and Monteverdi among them.

Fantasi a a 4 D e R or e

V I O L C O N S O R T

A P R A Y E R F O R F E R R A R A :

L 'i nef f abi l bonta del Redent ore
May our Redeemer in Hi s ineffable goodness, and your pn nces in their wisdom and )us cree,
keep you forever in abundance and happiness, as well as in peace and charity! May He
defend you against every attack of your enemies and bet ray their wiles! May your neighbors
chafe ai your happiness before you ever feel any envy coward chem! (A riosto, Orlanilo
f ii rl oso, Canto xhi i, 62)

Me)inde Matthews, Michele Moede, soprai ias
Jonachan Brown, tenor Paul Patanel la, bansone N achan W ilkes, bass

D e R o re

T he prayer of A riosto notwithstanding, the final years of Ercole's reign were marked by much
domestic str ife. H is wife, the Duchess Renee, daughter of Louis X II of France, had all ied with the
Protestants and offered refuge to many rel igious exiles. Clement Marot escaped to her court and
became her secretary for an interval, and Calvin once spent two months in Ferrara. In 155cj ,
Renee was arraigned for heresy and and imprisoned in the palace. H er spirit broken, she
confessed and received the Eucharist. Her career in Ferrara ended, she retired to the Este palace
by the Church of San Francesco.

V . A LFON SO I I , 5" D U K E OF FERRARA [ruled 1559-1597] :

A G L O R I O U S SU N SET

l n those years of tui de experi mentati on saith nen [msssi cal ] combs'nat i ons, apparent ly
any concerto u as teorth tryi ng at least once.

!Anthony Newcomb, Tli a Afudrtgat us Feivuru)

With the advent of A lfonso's third wife, Margher ita da Gonzaga, Ferrara became one of the
leading musical centers in al l of Europe. Her establishment of the concerto delle donne, three
outstanding lady soloists who were the marvel of their t ime; the perfection of the large concerto
grande of instruments and voices; and the exper iments with var ious combinations of the two
groups either in her pr ivate apartments as mrcsi ca secreta or at publ ic ceremonies, elicted the
praise of all who visited the court. Luzzaschi was the pr incipal musician at the court, but almost
every signif icant Icalian composer of the t ime had some association or contact with Ferrara. In
addition, the courc could boast of such illustrious poets as Guarini and Tasso.



M U SIC A T T H E CO U R T

CON CE R T O G R A N D E :

A BRIDAL ODE, Oda'l ci el qnesti voti L uca M aren zio
( 1553-1599)

May heaven hear these wishes, and may you in our song � which is unworthy of your glory
� accept please our devoted choirs; for, indeed, it is too subl ime a burden to raise to the
heavens � the name of Margherita! (Giambattista Guar ini)

C O L L E G I U M

WERT 'S FOREWORD to Book VIII of Five-Voi ce Iyladrigaiss
T hom as Folan, reader

CON CE R T O D I D ON N E :

Se l e st el l e cacasser o G iaches de W er t
(1535-1596)

If the stars should fall from heaven and every tree and fruit should dry up and rot, I would
wish to die. I make no joke of ic!

Suzanne Metz, Michele Moede, Megan Brown, sopranos
Ben Saferstein, late

C A P P E L L A D I M U SI C A :

Itene, rnie qnerele L u zzasco L uzzasch i
(1545-1607 )

Go hast ily, my laments, in fl ight to her who is the cause of my etecnal sorrow. Tell her, in
picy, that she should be to me sweetly cruel, noc cruelly adverse. For then my doleful cries
will change happi ly into loving cries.

C H O R U S

CON CER T O D I D ON N E :

Se partendo da voi
If I depart f rom you, leaving my heart, send me the God of Love, so that I can return
happily ro f ind his f lame enclosed around you.

Suzanne Metz, M ichele Moede, Megan Brown, sopranos

D e W e r t

I N ST R U M EN TR L EN SEM BL E

MONTEVERDI'S PREFACE to Book IV of Fi ve-Voi ce l lfadri galss
Allen K astel le, reader

CON CER T O G R A N D E E CON CE R T O D I D O N N E :

L oci ser en e e chi ar e Claud io M on tev er d i
(1567-1643)

[Eyes] serene and bright, you set me aflame; but my heart feels del ig bc in the fire, not pain.
Sweet and dear word, you wound me; but my breasr feels not pain from the wound, only
delight. 0 miracle of love! A soul all afire and wounded with longing, but with no pain; with
death, but no languishing. (Don Carlo Gesualdo?)

Suzanne Metz, Catherine Aragon, sopranos Lisa Murray, alto
Paul Patanella, Nathan W ilkes, basses

C H O R U S

T W O V I O L EN T T E M PE R A M E N T S

The year of his marriage to the Duchess Margherita, Alfonso confined Tasso, who was prone to
violent intervals of melancholia, to the Ospedale di Santa Anna. The poet remained there for



T O T H E D U CH ESS M A RGH ERITA D 'EST E:

. . . The great pal~res, the ornamented saafs resaand imth songs alone I snake this dark
pusan echo sai th iceepisig. Is this the faith yon plighted? cire these my longed for desern?
Alas, then, Lady, can yaa call a pn'son, pity> a coffi n, then, recompense>

(Tocquato Tasso)

TO THE CATS OF SANTA ANNA from Torquato Tasso;
Paul Patanel la, reader

Se cor i d ol ce e duol o D on Car lo G esualdo
(c. ! 560-!6 ! 3)

If sweet therefore is pain, ah, whse swee(ness I anricipare as I picture my new beloved! Bur if
it happens that I die of pleasure and of joy, death should not be delayed for so joyful an
endmg and so happy a fortune! But if I must yield to pleasure and joy, do not retard
death � such a!oyous and fortunate destiny! (Torquato Tasso)

Catherine Aragun, Lisa Murray, sopranos
Paul Haebig, Peter Guehong, hari tonei

Shane K arzmanuguuks, bass

T H E FIN A L M OM EN T S

CESARE D'ESTE'S FAREWELL from Giuseppe Agnelli, Ferrara e Pomposa:
Amy Hansen, reader

A SUGGESTED LAMEN T FOR CESARE OVER FERRARA:
0 Fortuna, rsofstbi l ' e leg gi era!

0 fortune, f ickle and incunsianc' No sooner did I see the sun than I was bereft of it! No
sooner did rhe day begin, chan ir was evening. Far from you, should far from you I live, tears,
thoughts, and hopes will be my only sustenance, all else will I loathe. And as from long
lamenting my hour approaches, may sleep take me in its arms through mercy; beautiful,
dear, angel ic vision! (Luigi Tansillo)

M ar en zio

C H O R U S

A MORAL FOR THE ESTENSI borrowed from Shakespeare, Henry Vil l, III, ii:
Ben Saferscein, reailes

R E CESSIO N A L :

Excerpt from f(ri ti erere tnei , Deus
Have mercy upon me, 0 God!
(Psalm 50)

Josquin des Prez

C O LLEG i U M

E PI LO G U E :

Quom odo ceci derunt f rom Planxi t asstem D avi d
How the mighty are fallen! And the weapons of war are penshed!
(II Samuel, i, 27)

Josquin

C O L L EG i U M

seven years. His torment and anguish are reflected in some of the poems he wrote during his
confinement. In 1594, the volatile Gesualdo came to Ferrara. After successfully planning the
murder of his first wife and her lover, he married Eleonora d'Este. Her father, Cesare, was the
tragic figure with whom the Este rule in Ferrara came to an end. The composer readily
acknowledged the influence of works by Luzzaschi. A close personal friend of the unstable Tasso,
Gesualdo set a number of h is texts to music.



S I N G E R S

Catherine A ragon

Margarec Bambach

G av tn B l ack

E l l en B r ad b u cn

Jonathan Brown

Megan Brown

B r i an Car so n

Shane K atzm an-Rooks

M el i n d a M an h ew s

Suzan ne M erz

M ich e l l e M o ed eP at r ie Co h en

St aci a D ear m i n Lisa Murray
Paul V. Patanel laA ll ison Downey

T h o m as F o l an B en Saf er st e i n

Peter Goehring

Emily Greenleaf
Julie Scalder

N arh an W i l k es

Cather ine A ragon, viol

Margaret Bambach, recorder

Greg Bloy, recorders

Brian Carson, porsastt 'e, bells

Rachel Clapham, recorder

Patrie Cohen, viol

Charles Collter, sackbut

Jonathan Dawe, kruvtruhoru

Sharon Fuller, recorder

T. Geller, sackbut

Perer Goehring, recorders

Emily Greenleaf, vi ol

COL LEGI U M M U SI CU M

L. D. N uernberger, di rector

Ben Saferstein, assi stant di rector

I N ST R U M E N T A L I ST S

N athan W ilkes, krummhorn

Paul H aebig

A my Hansen

Sandy Holder
A l l en K ast el l e

Roberr P. Igo, recorders

D aniel Judge, krummhorn, recorders

A llen K astelle, recorder

Shane K atzman-Rooks, recorders

Suzanne K i ihne, recorder

Emily Lyons, recorder

Paul V. Patanella, krumvthoro

Jonathan Perry, recorders

Ben Safersrein, fute

Elizabeth Sharp, recorder

Claude Steinberg, vsoi
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A N A B BREV I AT ED HOUSE OF ES T E

N I C C O L O I I I

S t e l l a m. ( 1 ) Gi g l i o l a d a Ca r r a r a
m. ( 2 ) P a r i s i n a Ma l a t e s t a

m . ( 3 ) R i c c i a r d a d a S a l u z z o

Ug o A l

m. El e o n o r a d ' Ar a g o nm . M a r

I s a b e l l a Be a t r i c e AL PHONSO I

m . ( l ) A n n a S f o r z a

m. ( 2 ) L u c r e z i a Bo r g i a

Ca r d i n a l I p p o l i t o I

F e r r a n d o Gu i l i o A l f o n s o

A L P E l e a n o r a

( B e l o v e d o f T a s s o )

E l e a n o r a

ERCOL E I I I pp o l i t o I
( C a r d i n a l )

m . R e n e e o f F r a n c e

L a u r a D i a n t i ( mi s t r e s s )

m . G i u l i a d e l l a R o v e r e

C E S A R E

m. Vi r g i n i a d e Me d i c a

m . C a r l o Ge s u a l d o


